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doctored tale as soon as it is begun to be told, but the
human story with its evil and its good never flags in
interest Jacob does not pall upon us though he was
the elect of God We recognise the justice of his own
verdict on himself, " few and evil have been the days
of my life " We recognise the finer integrity of the
foreign kings and rulers that he is brought in contact
with, just as in the New Testament the Roman Centurion
is in every case a finer person than the religious Jew
Perhaps we are so made that the heroic which is all
heroic, the good which is all virtuous, palls upon us,
whereas we preach little sermons to ourselves on the text
of the fallings and weaknesses of those great ones with
whom we become acquainted in our reading Children
like ourselves must see life whole if they are to profit
At the same time they must be protected from grossness
and rudeness by means of the literary medium through
which they are taught A daily newspaper is not on a
level with Plutarch's Lives, nor with Andrew gang's
Tales of Troy and Greece, though possibly the same class
of incidents may appear in both The boy, or girl, aged
from ten to twelve, who is intimate with a dozen or so
of Plutarch's Lives, so intimate that they influence his
thought and conduct, has learned to put his country
first and to see individuals only as they serve or dis-serve
the State Thus he gets his first lesson in the science of
proportion Children familiar with the great idea of a
State in the sense, not of a government but of the people,
learn readily enough about the laws, customs and govern-
ment of their country, learn, too, with great interest
something about themselves, mind and body, heart and
soul, because they feel it is well to know what they have
it in them to give to their country

We labour under a (Difficulty in choosing books which
has exercised all great thinkers from Plato to Erasmus,
from Erasmus^to the anxious Heads of schools to-day,